
Human Trafficking/Sex Industry Myths & Facts 
 
Myth: Slavery no longer exists. 
Fact: Slavery no longer legally exists, yet there are more slaves now than ever before in human history. 
There are more than 30 million slaves held captive across the globe (Not For Sale). Modern-day slavery is 
now called “human trafficking.”Human trafficking includes both forced labor and forced prostitution and 
sexual slavery, which comprises 80% of all human trafficking (Bureau of Justice). A small number of men are 
victims of trafficking, but 80% are female and half are children (Dept of Justice). The average age of a 
trafficking victim is 12 years old (A21 Campaign). Human trafficking is the second largest criminal industry 
behind drug trafficking, but human trafficking is the most profitable and fastest-growing black market 
industry of all (Dept of HHS). Human trafficking has been labeled “THE Human Rights Issue of the 21st 
Century.” 

 
Myth: Women choose prostitution. 
Fact: The overwhelming majority of women do not choose prostitution. Many women are pressured, 
forced, or coerced by traffickers and pimps. Others feel they have no other options and no choice but to sell 
“survival sex” to provide for themselves and their families. Some parents, especially in poorer countries, sell 
their own daughters. Others are lured by the fast money and glorified glamour of prostitution portrayed in 
movies such as Pretty Woman, but were unaware of the actual conditions they would face when they 
entered into the industry. Most women (85-95% of those in the sex industry) were victims of sexual abuse, 
rape, and incest as children. When faced with constant violence, violation and trauma as a child, as one 
former prostitute said “my body was being violated as a child day after day. When I found out I could make 
money for it, I thought, what a deal!” Most women in prostitution are poor, young, women of color, 
disadvantaged, addicted to drugs (95%), and abused. Women do not choose to be repeatedly raped, 
objectified, and violated for pay. In fact, consistent prostitution studies say that around 90% of women in 
prostitution say they want to escape, but feel they cannot (Prostitution Research). 
 

Myth: Legalization of prostitution will make prostitution safer and more controlled. 
Fact: When legalized, both legal prostitution and illegal sex trafficking rises. Legalization conveys the 
message that men have a right  to purchase women’s bodies. Legal prostitution is state-sponsored 
prostitution where the government becomes the pimp, benefitting from the exploitation of its citizens 
through taxation. Prostitution primarily operates “underground” regardless of its legality. Where there is 
legal prostitution, there is illegal prostitution. Where prostitution is legal (Nevada, Germany, Australia, and 
the Netherlands) both prostitution and sex trafficking have risen. For example, prostitution in Netherlands 
has risen by 25% since legalized in 2000 (Prostitution Research). When there is no longer much risk 
involved, prostitution and sex trafficking become easier. “Once prostitution is legalized, men who previously 
would not have risked buying women for sex now see prostitution as acceptable. When legal barriers 
disappear, so do the social and ethical barriers to treating women as sexual merchandise.  Legalization of 
prostitution sends the message to new generations of men and boys that women are sexual commodities 
and that prostitution is harmless fun (Prostitution Research).” Legalized prostitution also makes it extremely 
difficult for sex trafficking victims to prosecute their traffickers because it is nearly impossible to prove that 
the prostitution was forced versus “freely chosen.” In countries where legalized prostitution is virtually a 
“welcome” mat for traffickers and buyers, Sweden modeled legislation that has significantly decreased 
trafficking. Sweden has recognized that the women in prostitution are victims and have decriminalized 
prostitutes, while stiffly criminalizing the traffickers, pimps, and buyers. Renting a woman is a felony. They 
have addressed the demand side of prostitution and done many awareness campaigns conveyed the 
message that it is not okay to buy women and it is a severe form of violence against women. Prostitution has 
dropped in half since this legislation was enacted in 1999. 

Some believe legalized prostitution will make it safer for the women involved. Legalization of prostitution does 
not eliminate the harm, it just makes the harm legal. It does not change the experience of the women 
involved. Regardless of whether it is legal or illegal- rape, violence, threats, psychological abuse, and loss of 
dignity are a part of prostitution. Prostitution is unlike any other “occupation” or work because it is 
intrinsically exploitive. Prostitution is more of a death sentence than legitimate work. 83% of women in 



prostitution were assaulted with a deadly weapon (Breaking Free). Women involved in prostitution have a 
mortality rate of 40x higher than those not involved (Women’s Law). In fact, the average life expectancy of a 
prostitute is only 5-7 years after she entered the sex industry (Bay Fang).  
 
Myth: Prostitution is just sex and is sexually liberating. 
Fact: Prostitution is not sexually liberating, but is sexually exploitive. Most women in prostitution do not 
enjoy their work and do not choose it, therefore it is not “liberating.” Prostitution thrives on gender inequality 
and the relationship of male domination and female subordination and objectification- the very things the 
feminist movement is protesting. Prostitution is not consensual, mutually satisfying sex. Buyers are not 
concerned about the desires of the prostitute. They are there to fulfill their own fantasies, many of which are 
very degrading. Prostitution is defined by one purchaser as “masturbating in a woman’s body” and by 
another purchaser as “renting an organ for 10 minutes.” Prostitution doesn’t liberate, but often destroys a 
woman’s sexuality. 71% of women in prostitution have Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (Breaking Free).  
 

Myth: There is no link between pornography and prostitution/sex trafficking. 
Fact: Any paid sex work is prostitution. “If being paid to perform sex acts is prostitution, then using a 
camera to record people getting paid to perform sex acts is recording prostitution (Prostitution Research).” 
Most trafficked women and children are forced into the sex industry- whether that is in prostitution, 
pornography, stripping, and other commercial sexual entertainment. Some women are trafficked for the sole 
purpose of being used an actress/object in pornography; others are forced into doing some or all of sex 
acts listed above. Pornography also fuels the demand for prostitution. Prostitutes have to accommodate the 
“porn-like” sexual demands and experiences requested of the customer. Although buyers are often in 
relationships or married, they seek a prostitute to fulfill sadistic and degrading desires that porn has 
normalized because they do not want to perform these sex acts with someone they love and respect. In fact, 
80% of prostitutes said that purchasers showed them porn in order to illustrate specific acts they wanted 
performed (The Johns).  

 
Myth: Human trafficking doesn’t happen here. 
Fact: Human trafficking happens everywhere. In fact, Minnesota, in particular, is a trafficking hot spot. 
The state of Minnesota ranks 13th nationally for the highest rate of trafficking. The city of Minneapolis is 
ranked 8th (Justice Dept). Minnesota has the most trafficking in all of the Midwest, particularly in the Twin 
Cities, Rochester, and Duluth. Approximately 8,000-12,000 people in Minnesota are involved in sex 
trafficking every day (Breaking Free).Trafficking happens in large cities, small towns, and rural areas; no area 
is immune. The places with the highest rates of trafficking often are states/cities that have high rates of 
visitors and tourists. Sites where large sporting and political events are hosted see a dramatic increase in 
trafficking. Though human trafficking is not as rampant as it is in other countries, approximately 18,000 
people are trafficked into the US while 300,000 are trafficked domestically within the US each year 
(Department of Just). The UN estimates that 800,000 people are trafficked across international borders 
each year. Tragically, the UN reports only 1% of modern-day slaves are rescued.  

 

SATS make stopping these injustices a priority.  
Want to make it yours?  

Take action and join us in the fight for freedom! 
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Visit www.scsusats.webs.com for more information! 

 


